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four years ago, taverns and the liquor which these
men desired to barter with the savages. This
appeal gave the demon a part of what he asked,
because permission was granted to keep a tavern at
la prairie; but, in fact, trade in liquor with the Sav-
ages of the Sault was forbidden,— which regulation
has always continued, until troops were there.
Several battles have occurred, from time to time,
and various assaults against drink; and the chiefs of
the mission have always aided the missionaries and
have taken the good side. This conflicting state of
affairs has caused very enlightened persons to say
that the temptations which the new christians of
america suffered corresponded to the persecutions of
the primitive Church. Our church has in that
respect had its martyrs and its renegades, in some
proportion, as will be seen in the pamphlet entitled
‘“ drunkenness confounded.’’

Impurity is not so pernicious, because, when
drink is removed from among the iroquois, one
removes a thousand sins of impurity of which they
had no knowledge before the introduction of liquor.
They observe among themselves the degrees of
affinity between relatives; no wrong-doing occurs
between them; or, if any does occur, the delinquents
are held in abomination. We have even seen
maidens observing virginity,—at least, they were
neither married nor tainted with the vice of the
flesh; One even died without having desired to
marry, and it was held that she had never done
wrong, and had died in that state without baptism.
However this may be, there is at least among the
iroquois nothing comparable to the brutalities of the
flesh which prevail among the outawaks and other



